[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]FFFFFFF



  April 2011

   Prayer Guide

“They were all filled with awe and praised God…  They said ‘God has come to help his people’.”
Luke 7:16

[image: image3.emf]As we celebrate this Lenten season, let us consider the ministry of Jesus Christ, who came to earth as God in flesh to reveal to us a clear picture of God’s own heart.  He ministered to the needs of people through physical, emotional and spiritual healing and restoration, teaching principles for living in God’s Kingdom as well as how to navigate the path of suffering.  His journey took him to death on a cross on our behalf, but the power of God resurrected Him from the dead to bring us redemption and hope for eternal life.  This month let us pray reverently together through Jesus’ astounding mission on earth that brings wholeness, restoration and hope to all including those living with and affected by HIV.  Let’s pray that we, together with the rest of Christ’s Body, will be motivated by the heart and passion of Christ to continue His ministry to those who suffer because of the global HIV pandemic.  

What can we learn though Christ’s ministry of healing? 

1.  Blind Bartimaeus called out loudly and repeatedly to Jesus for mercy despite the crowd who rebuked him, telling him to be quiet and not “bother” the teacher. Mark 10:46.  But his cries were not in vain.  His faith was rewarded and his eyesight restored.  Are there times when the cries of those who struggle with issues resulting from HIV are silenced by the community at large and sometimes even by the faith community?  Pray that their cries would be heard.  Pray that the Body of Christ would gladly take them to Jesus through prayer for His touch, and that Christians would invite them to participate in and receive from a sharing faith community.  
2.  Jesus’ heart of compassion for a bereaved widow was demonstrated when he interrupted the funeral procession and raised her dead son from his coffin.  Luke 7:11-15.  Without her son, the widow would have had no family remaining and there would be no one to help her or to carry on the family name.  Hope was restored into a completely hopeless situation.  Pray for those with symptoms of AIDS to be given the life saving treatment that can revive their lives and restore hope and a future to them.  Pray especially for those who are already bereaved and perhaps again facing another loss.  
3. Ten lepers, men completely shunned by their society, were healed of their disease by Jesus’ command.  Yet only the despised Samaritan stopped to thank Jesus for this incredible, life-giving healing without which all would have remained outcast and forsaken until death.  Luke 17:12-19.  Do we remember to thank him for His answers when we cry out in our distress?  Pray that God’s people would follow up their cries on behalf of those who have been made sick and destitute with prayers of thanksgiving for God’s gracious reply. Pray that God would give His people hearts of gratitude to thank Him for all his answers and to celebrate His goodness as crises are solved, health is restored and communities are strengthened.
4.  Luke 8:43-48  A woman who had spent all her resources on medical care for the past 12 years wound her way through the crowd as inconspicuously as possible, and in desperation touched the edge of Jesus’ robe.  She knew what the crowd would do to her if she were caught, as she was constantly unclean because of her menstrual discharge.  Her touch would also defile him.  But when Jesus noticed her touch and she confessed what she had done, she did not receive the condemnation and lashing that she feared but instead heard words of kindness and commendation for her faith, confirmed by the miraculous healing she had so longed for.   Pray for the thousands of people living with HIV who desperately yearn for some kind word or deed to encourage their parched soul.  Pray that Christ’s Body would have wisdom to know how to offer encouragement and acts of kindness that will contribute to the healing process.
5.  Mark 9:14-29.  Jesus was tender hearted toward children including this child with seizures.  Though others had tried to help, had failed and given up, Jesus was able to heal him.  But a strong faith was required which few people have.  Even the father of the boy had to acknowledge that he needed God’s help with his own faith.   Pray that those who seek to follow Christ would be unashamed to ask for divine help with their faith, and then would be willing to step out on whatever faith they have to bring, with God’s help, hope and healing to those who are emotionally convulsing because of HIV.  Pray especially that God would open ways to help the children who are living with HIV along with those who are most hurt by HIV when their parents or guardians fall sick.
6.  The response of the religious community to the healing of the man born blind (John 9:25) was first one of disbelief, then one of dismissal of his personal integrity and dignity.  Their self-righteous contempt went so far as to actually blame the man for being born with his handicap. Yet Jesus valued his humanity without even questioning his spiritual condition, and deemed him worthy of his time and ministry.  Can God’s people follow Jesus’ example?  Pray that the Church would attend to the needs of people living with HIV and their families without having to first assess their worthiness.  How they became infected is not the issue, but that they are loved by Christ who offers unlimited grace.  Pray for a spirit of repentance from the judgmentalism that has often caused Christ’s people to treat those living with HIV with an attitude of scorn and reproach.   Pray that God would forgive us for all the times we have rejected those to whom He was reaching out.
7.  Luke 8:26-37  A demon-possessed man had been living as a total outcast due to his violent behavior.  But Jesus healed him and restored him to normalcy.  Jesus valued the man more than he valued the economy of the community members, who were more concerned about their livestock.  Pray that you and your faith community might follow Christ’s priorities and care for people irrespective of their place (or lack of place) in society.  Pray that your church will provide a healing and inclusive environment in which those who have been rejected may find restoration.  Are there people in your community who may be at risk of HIV or who are living with HIV who need restorative care?  Ask the Lord how you can help them.  

8.  John 5:1-8  When Jesus approached the disabled man beside the pool of Bethesda, He simply asked him if he wanted to be well.  While acknowledging his desire to be well, the man made excuses for why he had consistently failed to reach the healing waters in time.  Jesus’ response to him was to command him to get off his mat and walk.  It was essential for this man to participate in the healing process despite his handicap.  Pray that the HIV programs in your community (or those you know) would include those living with HIV as full partners in providing HIV services.  Such inclusion may become a vital part of the healing process both for them and for those they serve.  
What are some of the things Jesus taught?

9.  In the parable of the two sons told in Matt. 21:28-32, Jesus asked which son did the will of his Father.  His disciples correctly identified the son who actually went to work.  Jesus went on to say that tax collectors and prostitutes who repent and believe will enter the Kingdom of God ahead of religious leaders who only act piously without believing.  Pray that your church and other churches in your community would give more than only token assent to the need for HIV care, and would actually become involved in active service to help those affected by HIV.  Carefully and prayerfully consider your own response to the HIV pandemic.  Are you involved, or only talking about it?  Pray about your response to those who are socially marginalized, remembering what Jesus said about them.  What are you and your church doing for them?
10.  Jesus taught frequently about the Kingdom of God in order to prepare his disciples (and us) to live according to Kingdom principles.  In Luke 13:18,19 he likened the Kingdom of God to a tiny mustard seed which will one day grow into a tree strong enough to support birds who can rest and nest there.  It is helpful to realize that while our efforts to fight HIV may now seem very small and insignificant, they may one day grow into a sturdy foundation supporting many who are affected by HIV when God blesses the effort.   Pray that the power of God’s spirit would invigorate your efforts to help those with HIV today, and will eventually make those efforts grow into a strong ministry, transforming your community. 
11.  Mark 12:18-27.  Jesus talked about marriage and the resurrection.  Wife inheritance was a topic for discussion in Jesus’ time as well as now.  However Jesus re-focused the discussion by pointing out that God does not view women as belonging to any man.  Marriage has an important role here on earth, but all people belong to God in eternity.  Pray that we may realize the value of each woman and man as God values us.  Pray that we may build marriages on earth that will reflect God’s view of our heavenly marriage to His Son.

12.  Mark 12: 28-31.  The greatest commandment is to love the Lord God and secondly to love your neighbor as yourself.   Pray that God’s people would live out these commands to love through demonstrating acts of kindness and mercy to those affected by HIV.  Pray for “greater love” to be shown to orphans and vulnerable children through programs and individual assistance in our communities.  Pray that those suffering with HIV would be embraced and assisted in greater measure in their communities and churches.

13.  Mark 12:38-40.  Jesus condemned arrogance and pride in religious leaders and in those who marginalized widows, the sick and the poor.  Their lack of concern for others was punishable in God’s eyes.   Pray that church leaders and members in your community would reach out with support and advocacy to the widows and orphans, the sick and despised and the marginalized, both in their congregations and in the entire community.  Pray with all sincerity of heart. 

14.  Mark 12:43-44.  Jesus praised the poor widow who gave God an offering despite her poverty.  Pray that all who honor Christ would have the courage to offer whatever they have – time, skills, money, prayers, a place to meet, garden etc. - and allow God to multiply it.  Some of the most successful HIV and AIDS projects began with small contributions from the community.  Little becomes much when God blesses the offering no matter how small, just as He did with the loaves and fishes.
How did Jesus prepare himself and his disciples for the Cross?

15.  Mark 14:3-9.  A woman broke a very expensive alabaster jar of perfume to anoint Jesus shortly before his arrest, crucifixion and death.  It was an extravagant offering, meant just to bless Jesus. The extravagance was controversial, but Jesus put it into perspective as an anointing for his burial.  Some criticize “wasting” scarce resources on people living with HIV (i.e., health care or education), since they may die prematurely.  What would Jesus say?  Pray that resources would be made available to youth and children with HIV, so they may continue their education, receive good health care, begin generating their own income and contribute to their communities.

16.  Luke 22:25-30.  In his climactic teaching during their last supper together, Jesus emphasized the importance of service.  He observed that the greatest in God’s Kingdom must be the servant of all.  Jesus modeled this servant heart when he washed his disciples’ feet.  Volunteers in home-based care have the opportunity to demonstrate this kind of service.  Pray that more volunteers would serve those who are suffering at home with AIDS.  Pray that they will have the strength and courage to cheerfully continue helping even when it is tough, time consuming and unpleasant.  

17.  Palm Sunday.  Luke19:42-44.  Do we recognize the time of God’s coming?  Have we seen what could bring peace to us?  There are many “best practices” models circulating that have shown effectiveness in addressing the AIDS crisis.  But do we recognize the solution that God offers for true inner peace and reconciliation through Jesus’ death and resurrection?  Pray that the people of Christ may proclaim the good news freely to all who need to hear it, including those with HIV.  Pray that they will proclaim this good news with accompanying loving actions and deeds that will speak louder than words. Pray that those with HIV would receive the good news, understand and embrace it.

18.  Luke 19:45-48.  Jesus was consumed with passion for justice and righteousness in God’s family when he drove out the money changers from the temple.  Selfishness, greed and corruption he called to public attention even though it meant persecution for himself.  Pray that God’s people would have courage and passion to do the same in our own communities.  Pray that selfish gain, greed and corruption would be exposed and uprooted from our own community and church HIV and AIDS projects.  Ask that a consuming, sincere compassion for those suffering with HIV would distinguish our service.

19.  Luke 22:15-20.  Jesus called his disciples to share in his sufferings. If we want to live out the radical life of service to which Christ calls us, we also must embrace his suffering.  Pray that we may each have the courage and strength to embrace the suffering of those living with HIV in order to help them as Christ would, even when it means that we must ourselves share in some of the stigma or consume our own limited resources in order to help someone we know with HIV.
20.  Luke 22:39-46.  Jesus’ time in the Garden of Gethsemane was a profound trial and an agonizing experience for him.  Nevertheless he continued to think of his disciples, urging them to stay vigilant in prayer and not sleep. Though they did not recognize the peril of that time, Jesus knew they would need divine assistance to remain strong. During these critical days, with HIV and AIDS continuing to spread and temptations to engage in high-risk behaviors so pervasive, we all need greater strength from the Holy Spirit to stand strong.  In addition, HIV project leaders and staff are often pressured to submit to seemingly innocent corrupt practices.  We all need the strength of the Lord to remain pure, strong and holy.  Pray that God’s people would remain connected to God’s power through prayer, and would remain faithful.

21.  On this day we commemorate Jesus' celebration of the Passover with his close disciples followed by their trip to Gethsemane.  In Gethsemane Jesus knew such intense agony of soul as he anticipated his imminent arrest, trial, torture, and cruel death that he sweat great drops of blood.  He would suffer absolute rejection.  Even God Himself would seem to forsake him.  He knew the most intense physical and emotional suffering known to mankind in order to fulfill his purpose.  Those with HIV can know that they have a savior who knows as well as anyone what emotional agony, suffering, shame and total rejection are like. Hebrews 5:7-10.  Like Jesus, let’s pray with passion for those in our communities with HIV who need to know they have a savior and high priest who truly understands their pain and suffering.
22.  Good Friday.  This day is designated as “good” because of what Christ accomplished for the world in making a way for our redemption.  Jesus, who was pure and holy, was willing to be counted among the sinners in order to take the sins and guilt of the world upon himself so that all Mankind might have opportunity to be forgiven and redeemed.  Isaiah 53:12b.   For those who live under a cloud of guilt and shame, this is indeed good news which needs to be proclaimed.  Pray that the church would proclaim this message with compassionate action, outspoken advocacy and zero tolerance of stigma to those who suffer from HIV.  May the church remember that Romans 5:6-8 applies to all of us, and may it follow the command of Jesus in John 20:23 to forgive. 

23.  What do you do when hopes and dreams have been killed and buried?  John 19: 38-42.  Jesus’ body was laid in a new tomb by two religious leaders who had not consented to his crucifixion.  They followed the elaborate burial practices required by the Law.  His closest friends went into hiding out of fear and confusion.  Pray for those who are in hiding because of fear and confusion, and whose hopes and dreams have been destroyed and buried.  This describes most of those who have learned they are HIV positive.  Pray that people of faith would surround them with hope, encouragement, and loving assistance.  God still has a plan for their lives.  Pray also for those who have just buried a friend or family member.  May they know there is still a Resurrection coming.

What is the significance of the Resurrection? 

24.  Easter! - the joy of resurrection morning, when dead dreams and hopes are brought miraculously back to life, renewing confidence in the possibilities of  life, and restoring meaning to the present and hope for the future.   Like He did for the women at the tomb and the disciples behind closed doors, the resurrected Jesus brings new hope and meaning into life.  Pray that those with HIV who are sinking in despair today would come to know the risen Christ and the power He gives for victorious living.  Remember, too, that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the evidence of God's power to fulfill His promise of eternal life to those who believe, giving a sure hope that transcends the struggles and limitations of this life.  For those who have complications of HIV or terminal conditions, pray that they may know the hope that Christ brings:  the hope of an eternity free from pain and suffering, with the promise of a new body that will be like His.  
I Cor. 15:16-19; 50-55.

25.  The men on the road to Emmaus were in a state of despair, their hopes of a powerful redeemer dashed by the Cross.  But their hopes were only dashed because they lacked accurate understanding.  Luke 24:13- 30.  Pray that those diagnosed with HIV would be given full and accurate information about how to live positively and how to access medical care that can prolong their lives for many productive and fulfilling years.  Pray that teens and adults would be given sufficient knowledge about how to prevent the spread of HIV and how to live a risk-free lifestyle so as to usher in an AIDS-free generation.  “My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.”  (Hosea 4:6.)

26.  When Jesus first appeared to his disciples they were huddled in hiding. They were filled with doubts about the past and fears about the future, and almost missed the present reality of the risen Lord in their midst. Luke 24: 36-44.  For people living with HIV, it is easy to dwell on the past and to linger on the hurts of broken relationships, trying to assess blame for this infection.  Pray for them to find freedom and healing from the past and its hurts in order to be able to move on to a new future.  Pray also that they would not fear the future, but would grasp today’s opportunities, find new friendships, and enjoy the Presence of the risen Lord as every Today leads into a fresh Tomorrow.
27.  The resurrected Jesus transformed the disciples’ fear and confusion into vision, courage and commitment for proclaiming the Good News and building His Kingdom.  He demonstrated His power by giving them success in the familiar work of fishing, although it may have lacked the former satisfaction once the risen Lord showed up!  John 21:1-19.  Pray about how the resurrected Christ may be redirecting and empowering your church to minister to people living with or affected by HIV.  Ask for God’s specific direction in your church’s ministry and seek His vision for you and your church.  Pray that God’s people might find satisfaction in doing His will and demonstrating His love.
28.  Jesus challenged Peter to accept the task of loving and caring for the flock of Christ.  John 21: 15-19.  Pray that the Church would demonstrate its unfailing love for Christ by reaching out with compassion and mercy to those who have been marginalized, stigmatized and discriminated against because of AIDS.  Pray that His Body would be empowered by His Spirit to carry out AIDS-related ministries (ARMs).  Pray for an increased capacity for churches to plan, develop, manage, and sustain ARMs.  Pray that they would be able to secure the necessary funding, and have the skills to be accountable.

29.  Jesus commissioned his followers to preach the Good News and to teach his commandments to all who believe in Him.  Matt. 18:16-20.  Pray that church leaders would be vigilant to proclaim God’s truth about healthy relationships, especially about marriage.  Pray for greater access to marriage enrichment programs and to training in marriage and pre-marriage counseling.  Pray that youth leaders and peer educators would be equipped and empowered to train our children and youth with HIV prevention and health promotion messages, and to lead them into healthy lifestyles.
30.  Acts 1:3-5.  Jesus spoke to his followers about their need for spiritual preparation and empowerment before going out to preach and teach the nations.  Today we need that same spiritual preparation and power in order to effectively minister to those affected by HIV and AIDS.  Pray that you, your church and indeed the whole Body of Christ would be infused with the power of the Holy Spirit and gifted with all the spiritual gifts needed for effective ministry.  Apart from God’s power as released through the lives of His believers, this HIV pandemic cannot be contained.  But with help from the Spirit of Christ, change is possible.  Pray for His help in transforming the attitudes, behaviors and responses of the community around you.  Call for a focused commitment within the Church to pray that God’s healing, transforming, and redemptive power would be expressed through those who follow Him.
