
More than a year ago CABSA staff started speaking about #The Celebration".
We started thinking about CABSA's journey, which started in the hearts and
minds of Logy, Christo and a few others and how it culminated in a formal
organisation in 2001. We started planning to celebrate the 10 years of grace
inavarietyofways.

And celebrate we did! From our CABSA representative workshop in January,
to four facilitator trainings, to our 'official' celebration weekend, to the KZN
refresher, every opportunity where the CABSA family came together was an
opportunity to celebrate. We were again and again reminded of the story of
God's grace and provision for CABSA that has always been sufficient. We
received congratulations from all over the world and heard wonderful stories
of the impact CABSA and its work had in the lives of individuals and
communities. It hasbeenaprivilege toexperience thisyear!

The year has however not been without its challenges! Nelis decided to move
on and no transition period is completely effortless! Add to this the
increasing financial constraints and we have had to think carefully about
what we do and how we do it. The support of individuals, organisations and
congregations has been incredible! Thank you for being with us in prayer and
insomanyotherways!

It is the time of the year when we commemorate World AIDS Day, and are
involved with the 16 Days Campaign against Gender Based Violence. We are
confronted with brokenness in so many ways. It is such a blessing that this is
also the time of Advent, when we are reminded that God is Immanuel, the
God that came tobewithus inourbrokenness.

I pray that, as you journey with us into 2012, you are reminded of God's grace
and presence every day, and that every day we move closer to being caring
Christian communities, ministering reconciliation and hope in a world with
HIV.

Greetings,

Lyn van Rooyen

Congratulations to the winners of the
short story competitions:

Southern Anglican

Lig:

:
Brigid Lawrence -A Journey towards hope

Rhoda Kawinga - Alive Again

Melodie Slabbert ! Dra Saggies
You can read these stories on our website

We are grateful for and excited about
the appointment of Lyn van Rooyen as
the new director of CABSA.  She has
been the programme manager of
CABSA's CARIS programme since 2004.
With her groundbreaking work on our
website, dedication to providing
information and her ability to network,
she almost needs no introduction.

Lyn has been married to Jan for 30
years and they have three children, Lize,

Jopie, and Jan. Lyn is
a passionate about
indigenous gardening
and nature, a serial
reader and enjoys
cross stitch
embroidery (when
she has time!).

Introducing a woman
with conviction

and vision

1
in a 1000
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It has been a privilege!
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Lucinda Leppan worked for CABSA as assistant to the director since 2008. At the end
of August we had to greet Lucinda almost too quickly when she was offered a six
month contract at SANLAM head office in Bellville. Lucinda, thank you for everything
you did for CABSA, we will remember you for your friendliness and big smile and also
for your willingness to assist other staff. We pray that God's goodness and mercy will
follow you, also in this new chapter in your life.

On the 1 of September we were in the very blessed
position to welcome Nancy Irungu as research intern at
our Wellington office. Nancy has volunteered three days
a week of her time for a period of twelve months and
we are most grateful for this precious gift.

Nancy was born and raised in Kenya and came to Cape
Town SA in 2006 to pursue her education. She is married
to Dr Gerald Ouma a senior Lecturer in the Faculty of
Education, University of the Western Cape, South Africa
and they have a daughter - Sela who is almost three.
Gerald is also from Kenya and besides reading they
enjoy outdoor activities, jogging, touring and listening to
music!
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During Tsholo's maternity leave, Janine
Ward was contracted part time to assist
Lyn in the CARIS office. She focussed
particularly on fundraising initiatives and
the writing of funding proposals. Janine,
who was trained as Churches, Channels
of Hope facilitator in February this year,
is also closely involved with Jewels of
Hope and mother to Duncan and Meg.
She will continue to assist CABSA with
fundraising in a part time capacity.S
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Dreams finally came true$On the 2nd of July this year Jerry Sesoko, our
Churches, Channels of Hope Administrator whom so many of you have met at
different trainings and refreshers, had the wonderful privilege to get married
tohis fiancéOlwethuMbundwini.
TheygotmarriedatCaféLang inUmtata,EasternCape.Since thenOlwethuand
their beautiful daughter Okuhle relocated to Wellington and finally, after many
years, Jerry is sharing the same roof with his loved ones. We would like to
congratulate them on this big step and pray that God's goodness and blessings
embrace themasa family.

Wedding bells!

Celebrating life
Just one day later, on the third of July, Tsholofelo Matjila ,
Resource Assistant in the CARIS office, gave birth to a beautiful
little baby girl, Tshimollo. Her name which means 'the beginning
of a beautiful new life' expresses something of the joy and love
and dreams of her proud parents, Tsholo and Edwin. Our prayers
also extend to their family! and we especially think of Tsholo who
returned from maternity leave in October.

Saying Goodbye

Wellington
office
welcomes a
new face

Grateful for another
face at CARIS Office



The Churches, Channels of
Hope Refresher was held in
KZN at the venue called
Kenosis Retreat Centre in
Pietermaritzburg from 7-9
October 2011. We were
hosted by a lovely couple
Graeme and Elly Willis and

Finally A Refresher In
KwaZulu-Natal!

You can help CABSA transform communities by bringing
reconciliation and hope in a world with HIV! The HIV epidemic is
at a tipping point! there are new methods of prevention, better
treatment options and more hope than ever before. Now is not
the time to pull back, but rather a time for an intensified
response, in which faith communities have a very important role
toplay.

But the 'global financial crisis' has also been in the news for quite
some time now. Every time there seems to be signs of
improvement, somenewcrisis followscloseon itsheels!

The NGO world is not immune to these challenges. Many local
and international organisations have had to scale down some of
their work, and in many cases also had to retrench staff. CABSA
has managed to avoid this and continue with our work. It is
however becoming increasingly difficult, as a number of local
and international funders have been unable to continue their
support.

We believe that CABSA was started, and continues to operate,

through the passion and enthusiasm of individuals
responding to a calling, but also and especially through
the continued grace of God. We also believe that the
work of CABSA is by no means done! In order to be
sustainable, we would like to reduce our dependence on
fundersandproposals,andyoucanhelpusdo this.

If CABSA had 1000 individuals, organisations or
congregations who each commit only R100 per month,
we can continue providing our free ongoing services
such as the website, resource centres, databases,
information help desk, bible messages and networking
and advocacy services. Larger donations will also be
verywelcomeand reduceour targetmuchquicker!

Will yoube1 ina1000?

1
in a 1000

I!m

1 in a 1000

You can donate online or
download a debit order form
from the website (click the red
donationbutton!)

CABSA is very excited to share a major breakthrough
made at a meeting of the combined AIDS Task Group
of the Dutch Reformed Church (West and Southern
Cape Synod) and the Uniting Reformed Church of
SouthAfrica (CapeSynod) inOctober thisyear.

While formulating the purpose of this task group, it
became clear that the major challenge is not to focus
on what congregations are doing in terms of HIV and
AIDS, but rather to first focus on who we are as
church and how we identify with HIV and AIDS. We
therefore need to establish a culture of vulnerability
and a true identification with the HIV positive body of
Christ, not because we know one or several people
who are livingwith HIV, but because we acknowledge
that the church is vulnerable and deeply affected by
HIV. We believe this understanding wil l
fundamentally change the way this task group
support congregations.

CABSA is an active member of this task group and the
meeting was facilitated by our training manager,
AnelehFourie-LeRoux.

Important breakthrough

their staff.

The venue was excellent for the refresher as it was peaceful and
away from the hustle and bustle of the city. We had a
picturesque view of the town of Pietermaritzburg as the venue
was on top of a hill. Despite the low turnout, it was a wonderful
blessing to see and engage with this dedicated group of
facilitators. We were surrounded by dedicated and committed
individuals who want to continue making a difference in their
communities in their response toHIVandAIDS.

The refresher started on a high as everyone was eager to learn
and share with us on their journeys with HIV. Saturday in
particular was very blessed as we also focused on what it means
tobecomeHIVcompetent faithcommunities.

The group shared their experiences and challenges since they
were trained by CABSA and everyone renewed their
commitments to continue to be channels of hope. We were
encouraged by everyone's stories and the networking amongst
the group has also helped us to go back into our communities
with renewedhope.

A big thank you to Anita and Ian Rushton for their assistance
with thisevent.



#Although it was very
challenging and tiring, it
was worth it," was the
words of Lloyd Khanyanga,
CABSA Representative in
Malawi after facilitating a
Churches, Channels of
Hope workshop for a group
of twelve pastors from
different churches in
Mitundu, Malawi.#I
returned home exhausted
but satisfied".

Exhausted but satisfied

For the last 23 years people world-wide have been
wearing red ribbons, marching, lighting candles, having
special events and church services on the 1 of December.
World AIDS Day is one of the most recognised and longest
running international health days. CABSA has for many
years been involved in developing liturgical resources and
worship materials for this special event.
This year the theme is#Getting to ZERO". ZERO stigma.
ZERO infections. ZERO deaths. Let us add our voices,
prayers and initiatives to this campaign and work towards
getting to ZERO.
This year the pastors of Fontainebleau Community
Church assisted in developing sermon guidelines, a liturgy
and a PowerPoint presentation for use with a World AIDS
Day service. Faith communities have a very special role to
play in addressing stigma, and the liturgy focussed on
breaking the
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silence.
You can download these documents from our webpage or ask
Meloney to fax it to you.

World AIDS Day! 23 Year of Remembrance

In June 2002 in Gaborone, Botswana, CABSA was part of 'The
Working Together Conference'.  The outcome of this
conference was the formation of PACANet! the Pan African
Christian AIDS Network" an organisation that shares many of
CABSA's dreams.  Since then, CABSA has been represented at
many PACANet Conferences and assemblies, and we are
privileged to once again be invited to the General Assembly
and Pre-ICASA Conference that is hosted in Addis Abeba,
Ethiopia from 30 November to 3 December. It is the 4th such
event hosted by PACANet. The purpose of the pre-conference
is to gather the Christian community ahead of the international
conference to discuss and explore the issues that will be
debated during the international conference from a Christian
perspective.
The theme for this year is#Accelerating a grassroots church
movement for a sustainable HIV and AIDS response" and Lyn
will again keep the faith community up to date through regular
reports on Twitter (lyn4caris) and the website.

Faith Communities Debate
Sustainable HIV response

Considering the very rural location of the venue and the
fact that some of the pastors had to cycle for two hours
one way (a total of four hours each day) to attend, the
turn-upof12pastorswasquitegood.

This workshop was held from 28-29 October 2011 for the
Tingathe Christians Agency for Development and
Ministries (TICAD) and was the result of an inquiry Rev.
Gregory Magaisa made to CABSA in 2010, after seeing
our webpage. Lloyd managed to pay a personal visit to
him earlier this year where Rev Magaisa expressed his
surprise and joy that CABSA actually made the effort to
followhimuppersonally.

From their feedback after the workshop it is clear that
there is still a lot of work to be done in this remote area.
RevMagaisa reported:

#The training was very good but one thing that surprised
us as TICAD and maybe even you is that these church
leaders do not know anything about HIV and AIDS$ .
TICAD hope that these church leaders have the radio in
their homes, they are able to read and write yet, they
knew nothing about AIDS. What about those who do not
have radioandarenotable to read?"

Despite limited knowledge and the presence of stigma,
the encouraging thing Lloyd noticed was that at the end
of each discussion, the participants would show clearly
that they got the information right. They also pleaded for
these workshops to be repeated in their own churches.
Lloydconcluded,#Asa facilitator, Iwasvery impressed."

Make a donation
Please consider making a financial contribution to
strengthen CABSA"s capacity to assist churches
and faith communities in their response to HIV.

You can make a secure online credit card donation
at www.cabsa.org.za or a direct deposit into our
bank account.

Bank:
Branch:
Name:
Type of Account:
Number:
Swift Code:

ABSA
Wellington (632005)

CABSA
Active Saving

910 467 4160
ABSAZAJJ

Our nextCCoH Facilitator
Training starts on

27 February 2012 in
Gauteng, SA.For more information

please contact,
Jerry Sesoko, CCoH

administrator at
ccoh@cabsa.co.za


