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Introductions

This workshop was organised and partially sponsored by Youth for Christ North West on the 17-19 November 2009 in the Cultural Centre in Rustenburg. The co-facilitators of the workshop were Ms. Nonceba Maud Ravuku and Moatlhudi Mogwera.

In attendance were twenty six young people from local churches in Mafikeng and Rustenburg including among others the African Methodist Episcopal, Rooigrond Christian Fellowship, Lutheran Church, Anglican Church, Reformed Church, Zion Christian Church,  Methodist Church,  Deeper Life Ministry International, There is a River Worship Centre, Uniting Reformed Church, Testimonial Christian Faith Church, and Youth workers from Youth for Christ North West.

Topics that were covered during the workshop are as follows:

1. Devotions  

2. HIV and AIDS and Me

3. HIV and AIDS, More than basics

4. HIV and AIDS, Living with HIV and AIDS

5. HIV and AIDS, a Christian Response (Tough Stuff, Prevention Strategies, Stigma)

6. HIV and AIDS, Churches, Channels of Hope

7. HIV and AIDS Community Response

Evaluation of the workshop

It is a considered opinion of the facilitators that the workshop went very well in terms of preparations prior to the workshop, time management, preparedness of facilitators, adequate preparations for each topic, venue and facilities, food and accommodation.

The mood of the workshop changed from feelings of tension, anxiety, excitement, feeling challenged, confrontational, self-pity depending on the topic treated. Critical topics which raised emotions and strong opinions were during HIV and me; Living with HIV and AIDS; A Christian response and Gender. Participants were able to relate very well with the topics, though with conflicts which were due to knowledge, attitudes and assumptions that each person holds towards HIV and a Christian response. 

The workshop participants were also given an opportunity to evaluate the workshop and the following are views extracted from the evaluation forms:

Content of the workshop was largely evaluated very positively by all participants; the effectiveness of facilitators was also evaluated very positively; A significant percentage of participants felt that the workshop was relevant to them as individuals and their respective organisations/ churches.

The SAVE model was highly appreciated by the participants, especially that it integrates all aspects of an effective prevention of HIV and AIDS. 

Some of the attitudes and perceptions were challenged and changed, as it is clear from some of the evaluation forms. One participant said “I felt that I was stigmatising other people in my community and that thing has made me unhappy, but I am willing to change that and become a better person in my community”... another one said “it really motivated me to go for testing”... another one said “ love and cherish the people living with the virus, starting with my cousin ”.

A clear request from some participants is that such a workshop should be done for more people.

It is my intention that all the participants be given an attendance certificate. Please find attached a list of participants and an arrangement for the monies of certificates shall be made.

In conclusion, my hope is that 2010 shall be another year to provide opportunities for many other communities in North West. One is very keen to plan other workshops for different church communities, and such a plan shall be communicated with your office.

It was a great experience for me to co-facilitate this workshop, which has proven to be a great need in our communities.

-END-

List of workshop participants
	Name/s and Surname
	Organisation/ Church

	1. Pitso Goodwill Moribe, Mr.
	Reformed Church

	2. Lesego Lekhoaba, Ms.
	Zion Christian Church

	3. Baby Sesa, Ms. 
	Methodist Church

	4. Dira Alfred Medupe, Mr. 
	Methodist Church

	5. Kgaile Zachariah Phetoane
	African Methodist Episcopal Church

	6. Ntebogang Elisa Jonjolo, Ms.
	Deeper Life Ministry International

	7. Letlhogonolo Modise, Mr.
	There is a River Worship Centre

	8. Nolo Kotsedi, Ms. 
	There is a river Worship Centre

	9. Itumeleng Lekoroe, Mr.
	URC Church

	10. Katlego Molefaone, Mr. 
	Antiogia Lutheran Church

	11. Tlhalefang Difotso, Mr. 
	St. Andrew’s Anglican Church

	12. Letlole Treasure Thebe, Mr. 
	Youth for Christ Rustenburg

	13. Kamogelo Seane, Ms.
	Youth for Christ Rustenburg

	14. Nkele Diale, Ms. 
	Youth for Christ Rustenburg

	15. Bontle Molebalwa, Ms. 
	Rooigrond Christian Fellowship

	16. Elija Motsie Mashuga, Mr. 
	Deeper Life Ministry International

	17. Olebogeng Matshogo, Mr.
	Uniting Congregational  Church

	18. Julia Radebe, Ms.
	Testimonial Christian Faith church

	19. Emily M Medupe, Mrs.
	Mmaphacwe Methodist Church

	20. Motshidisi Charity Keagile, Ms. 
	Mmaphacwe Methodist Church

	21. Cornelius Segwe, Mr. 
	Youth for Christ Mafikeng

	22. Bontle Mavis Moabi, Ms.
	Youth for Christ Rustenburg

	23. Thabo Dire, Mr. 
	Youth for Christ Rustenburg

	24. Kegomoditswe Innocentia Senakgomo, Ms. 
	Nkosi Memorial African Episcopal Methodist Church

	25. Kelebogile Faith Mmutlane, Ms.
	Nkosi Memorial African Episcopal Methodist Church

	26. Charles Mcino, Mr. 
	Rooigrond Christian Fellowship


-END-
